
 

SERMON NOTES:                 “The Sovereignty of God”                    PAGE   1  
"How Can I Learn To Trust That God Is In Control?" 

 

The concept of the control of God over everything is called the “Sovereignty 
of God.”  Nothing gives us strength and confidence like an understanding of 
the sovereignty of God in our lives. God’s sovereignty is defined as His 
complete and total independent control over every creature, event, and 
circumstance at every moment in history. Subject to none, influenced by 
none, absolutely independent, God does what He pleases, only as He pleases, 
always as He pleases. God is in complete control of every molecule in the 
universe at every moment, and everything that happens is either caused or 
allowed by Him for His own perfect purposes.  

“The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, as I have thought, so it shall 
come to pass, And as I have purposed, so it shall stand’” (Isaiah 14:24). 
Nothing is random or comes by chance, especially not in the lives of believers. 
He “Purposed” it. That means to deliberately resolve to do something. God 
has resolved to do what He will do, and nothing and no one stands in His 
way. “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please” 
(Isaiah 46:10). This is our powerful, purposeful God who is in control of 
everything. That should bring us great comfort and help to alleviate our fears. 

 
“God Will Do What He Pleases" 

 

 
“God Is Sovereign Over All" 

 

Before we can learn to trust that God is in 
control of all of life’s circumstances, we have to 
answer four questions: Is God really in control? 
How much control does He have?  If He is not in 
complete control, then who/what is?  How can I 
learn to trust that He is in control and rest in 
that?  Is God really in control?  

 
“But Exactly How Much Control Does God Have? " 

  God’s total sovereignty over all creation directly 
contradicts the philosophy of open theism, which 
states that God doesn’t know what’s going to 
happen in the future any more than we do, so He 
has to constantly be changing His plans and 
reacting to what the sinful creatures do as they 
exercise their free will. God isn’t finding out   

  what’s going to happen as events unfold. He is continuously, actively running 
things—ALL Things— here and now.  

SERMON NOTES:                 “The Sovereignty of God”                        PAGE    4  
“Surrendering One’s Self" 

 Surrender is a battle term. It implies giving up all rights to the 
conqueror. When an opposing army surrenders, they lay down 
their arms, and the winners take control from then on. 
Surrendering to God works the same way. God has a plan for 
our lives, and surrendering to Him means we set aside our own   

plans and eagerly seek His. The good news is that God’s plan for us is always in 
our best interest (Jeremiah 29:11), unlike our own plans that often lead to 
destruction (Proverbs 14:12).   

There are different levels of surrender, all of which affect our relationship with 
God. Initial surrender to the drawing of the Holy Spirit leads to salvation (John 
6:44) “No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I 
will raise that person up on the last day.” (Acts 2:21) “Then everyone who calls 
on the Name of the Lord shall be saved.”  When we let go of our own attempts 
to earn God's favor and rely upon the finished work of Jesus Christ on our 
behalf, we become a child of God;   (John 1:12) ”But as many as received Him, 
to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in 
His Name.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21)  ”For He made Him Who knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  But there are 
times of greater surrender during a Christian's life that brings deeper intimacy 
with God and greater power in service. The more areas of our lives we 
surrender to Him, the more room there is for the filling of the Holy Spirit  
When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we exhibit traits of His character 
(Galatians 5:22) “By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness.” The more we surrender to God, 
the more our old self-worshiping nature is replaced with one that resembles 
Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” Romans 
6:13 says that God demands that we surrender the totality of our selves; He 
wants the whole, not a part: “Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an 
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 
have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him 
as an instrument of righteousness.” Jesus said that His followers must deny 
themselves (Mark 8:34)—another call to surrender.  The goal of the Christian 
life can be summed up by Galatians 2:20: "I have been crucified with Christ. It 
is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me." 
Such a life of surrender is pleasing to God, results in the greatest human 
fulfillment, and will reap ultimate rewards in heaven (Luke 6:22-23). 

  

 
“Different Levels Of Surrender" 

 



 

But to think He needs our cooperation, our help, or the 
exercise of our free will to bring His plans to pass puts 
us in control over Him, which makes us God. Where 
have we heard that lie before?  It’s a rehash of Satan’s 
same old lie from the Garden— “You shall be like God.” 
(Genesis 3:5). Our wills are only free to the extent that 
God allows us that freedom and no farther. “All the 
peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does    
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“Our Free Will Does Not Trump God’s  Sovereignty” 

as He pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one 
can hold back His hand or say to Him: ‘What have you done?’” (Daniel 4:35). 
No one’s free will trumps the sovereignty of God. 

 “God Controls Satan and His Demons” 

Some people find it appealing 
to think that Satan has control 
over a certain amount of life, 
that God is constantly revising 
His plans to accommodate 
Satan’s tricks. The book of Job   

is a clear illustration of just who has the sovereign power and who doesn’t. 
Satan came to God and, in effect, said, “Job only serves you because you 
protect him.” So God gave Satan permission to do certain things to Job but no 
more (Job 1:6–22). Could Satan do more than that? No. God is in control over 
Satan and his demons who try to thwart God’s plans at every step. 

 “Nothing and No One Could Thwart God’s Plans For Jesus the Savior ” 

Satan knew from the Old Testament that God’s plan 
was for Jesus to come to the earth, be betrayed, 
crucified and resurrected, and provide salvation for 
millions, and if there was any way to keep that from 
happening, Satan would have done it. If just one of the   

hundreds of prophecies about the Messiah could have been caused by Satan 
to fail to come to pass, the whole thing would have collapsed. But the 
numbers of independent, “Free Will” decisions made by thousands of people 
were designed by God to bring His plan to pass in exactly the way He had 
planned it from the beginning, and Satan couldn’t do a thing about it.  Jesus 
was “Delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 
2:23).   

 before He created us. Here is a perfect example of God working all things 
together for good. “We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28). 
Unlimited in power, unrivalled in majesty, and not thwarted by anything 
outside Himself, our God is in complete control of all circumstances, causing 
or allowing them for His own good purposes and plans to be fulfilled exactly 
as He has foreordained. 

Ephesians 1 says we were chosen in Him before the 
world was even created. We were in the mind of God 
to be saved by faith in Christ. That means God knit 
together Satan’s rebellion, Adam and Eve’s sin, the 
fall of the human race, and the death and crucifixion 
of Christ—all seemingly terrible events—to save us   

 “All Thing Work Together For Good” 

 “To Trust Him Is To Know Him” 

sovereignty, because it is overshadowed by His goodness, His love, His mercy, 
His compassion, His faithfulness, and His holiness.  We must know as a child of 
God He has great plans for our lives. “For surely I know the plans I have for 
you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.  Then when you call upon Me and come and pray to Me, I 
will hear you.   When you search for Me, you will find Me; if you seek Me with 
all your heart…” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)  

The only way to trust in God’s sovereign control and rest in 
it is to know God. Know His attributes, know what He has 
done in the past, and this builds confidence in Him. Daniel 
11:32 says, “The people who know their God shall be 
strong, and carry out great exploits.” Imagine that kind of 
power in the hands of an evil, unjust god. Or a god that 
really doesn’t care about us. But we can rejoice in our God’s   

But we can’t trust someone we don’t know, and there is only one way to 
know God—through His Word. There is no magic formula to make us spiritual 
giants overnight, no mystical prayer to pray three times a day to mature us, 
build our faith, and make us towers of strength and confidence. There is the 
Bible, and the Holy Spirit’s power that will change our lives from the inside 
out. But it takes effort, diligent, everyday effort, to know the God Who 
controls everything. If we drink deeply of His Word and let it fill our minds 
and hearts, the sovereignty of God will become clear to us, and we will rejoice 
in it because we will know intimately and trust completely the God Who 
controls all things for His perfect purpose. 

 “Being In Relationship With Him” 


